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CHAPTER 79
THE "THIRD EMPIRE"    -

The war had a great influence on the constitution of the
British Empire (Note 159). In the first place, the great
Dominions had entered the war and attended the Peace
Conference as equals with the mother country. Then, new
territories were attached to Great Britain under conditions
different from any that had hitherto existed.

Thus, at the Treaty of Versailles, each of the self-govern-
ing Dominions had its own representatives, each signed that
Treaty separately, and each signed the Covenant of the
League separately. It was recognized that the Dominions hood **
had attained control over their own foreign policy, and
could make treaties as independent States.1 This led
to an Imperial Conference in 1926, when it was declared:
" Great Britain and the Dominions are autonomous com-
munities within the British Empire, equal in status and
in no way subordinate to each other in any aspect of their
domestic or external affairs, though united by a common
allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as members
of the British Commonwealth of Nations ". This declara-
tion was embodied in the Statute of Westminster (1931), The
which recognizes the " independent nationhood " of the
Dominions.2 " The Crown is the golden link " that now ster (1931)
holds the Empire together.

As a result, the Dominions were free to act as they chose
in every respect. Thus, when King Edward VIII abdicated

1 This was emphasized in 1925 when the Dominions refused to sign the
Treaty of Locarno. Canada would not sign because in that Treaty Great Britain
guaranteed the frontier between France and Germany, and Canada (like the
U.S.A.) objected to " guarantees " in Europe being binding on her.

2 The British Government cannot veto any Dominion legislature, cannot
control foreign policy, and the Governor-Generals representing the King are
not nominated by the British Government, but by the Sovereign on the advice
of the Dominion government concerned.